
 

DGMC’s season opener Celebrate Live Music! 
was held at the Downers Grove Public Library on 

October 17th. It was wonderful to see a good size 

audience on hand to welcome back DGMC musicians, 

who are truly glad to be performing live music again.  

Plus, it sounds so much better live than on Zoom!  

 

A heartfelt thanks to our talented musicians for making 

it special (from top, left to right): Dan Moroz 

(saxophone), Charlotte Ewing (piano), Jaina Carpenter 

(harp), Francesca Korbitz (flute), Jim Molina (piano) and 

Chris Garofalo (piano). 
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Benefit House Concert 
DGMC’s Fall Benefit Concert will be held on Friday, 

November 12, 2021 at 7:30 pm. It is a hybrid concert, 

with both in-person participation at a private home 

(limited seating) or remote participation via ZOOM live-

streaming.  

The Piano Trio, Op. 97 (Archduke Trio) by Ludwig van 

Beethoven will be performed by Jen Leckie (violin), Tim 

Archbold (cello) and Jeff Panko (piano). 

100% of proceeds from this benefit concert are used to 

fund the Rising Star and College Music Awards given to 

talented local high school music students. Tickets ($35 

per person) are required to participate either in-person 

or remotely via ZOOM.  

Weather permitting, a wine reception will be held 

outdoors following the concert. A trivia game with prizes 

will also be held for in-person and remote attendees. As 

of publication of this newsletter, ALL IN-PERSON SEATING 

IS BOOKED; however live ZOOM remote access is still 

available. For information or to donate or purchase 

tickets, visit our website .  

Holiday Treasures Concert 

Our next free public concert will be our annual Holiday 

Treasures Concert on December 5th at 2 pm at the DG Public 

Library. It features DGMC musicians and other guest 

performers. This delightful hour of holiday music includes 

traditional favorites, as well as new original tunes. This 

year’s event departs from past ones in that there will also be 

instrumental pieces, musical accompaniment to some 

poetry and possibly prose, but no sing-along due to Covid 

restrictions.  

Reservations are recommended through the DG Public 

Library for this popular event. Masks are required while in 

the library. Visit our website for more info.  

The DGMC Benefit Concert will feature Jen 

Leckie (violin), Tim Archbold (cello) and 

Jeff Panko (piano) performing Beethoven’s 

Piano Trio, Op. 97 (Archduke Trio). 

Interested in performing?  Charlotte Ewing is looking for members interested in performing at our upcoming 

public concerts.  Contact Charlotte at 630-985-8472 or by email at vp-art@downersgrovemusicclub.org. 

https://downersgrovemusicclub.org/#ourevents
https://downersgrovemusicclub.org/#ourevents
mailto:vp-art@downersgrovemusicclub.org
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Remember to Renew! 
We believe the arts contribute to vibrant 

communities, and we aspire to connect people to 

the musical arts and local artists through public 

concerts and education programs. DGMC also makes 

investments that strengthen musical arts develop-

ment in our schools and community.  

Each year DGMC offers free 

public concerts; sponsors a 

piano festival for local 

students; recognizes talented 

high school students with 

music awards to help them 

further their studies; and 

encourages younger students 

with private lesson awards. 

All our support comes from annual membership 

dues and generous donations. Make a donation, 

renew your membership or join today for the 

2021-2022 club season!  

A big thanks to our many members who have 

already renewed, as well as for 

the generous donations 

we have received.  We 

simply could not 

accomplish our goals of 

providing free public 

concerts and music 

education programs 

without the help and involvement of our many 

committed supporters. Thank you so much for your 

generous help!  

Piano Festival & Competition 

registration is open  

Registration is now open for the Downers Grove Music 

Club’s Piano Festival and Competition for 2022.  The 

live event is back! Plus there will be a virtual event for 

out of town students as well. 

Live, in-person 
format returns 

Students participating in the 

2022 Piano Festival and 

Competition will perform live 

for a judge (two judges at the 

competition levels), two 

memorized selections chosen 

from the required repertoire 

list. The judges will provide 

feedback for each student with suggestions for an even 

better performance to help further develop their 

musical skills. The highest achieving students at each 

level will be invited to perform on the Honors Recital. 

The top scoring student at each Festival Level will 

receive a trophy. The top scoring students at the 

Competition levels will receive a cash award. Teachers 

work with each student to determine the appropriate 

KEY FESTIVAL DATES 

Entry forms due: February 1, 2022 (no extensions!) 

Festival and Competition (all students): Sunday, 

March 6, 2022, Community United Methodist Church, 

20 Center Street, Naperville 

Honors Recital (selected students): Sunday, March 

13, 2022 at 1:30 pm, Downers Grove Public Library 

 

But we can't accomplish our 
mission without you! 

DGMC sponsored its first Piano Festival and Competition in 

1943 to challenge and encourage local piano student. Today, 

the piano festival has become a flagship event in our music 

arts community, attracting nearly 100 students annually.   
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level of participation in one of the five Festival Levels 

or either of the two Competition Levels, based on the 

demands of the required repertoire at each level. 

Participating students may be any age up through their 

senior year in high school. See the DGMC website for 

entry requirements for participants in the live Piano 

Festival and Competition. 

Remote participation (out-of-area 
students only) 

Given the success of last year’s virtual Festival and 

Competition, we will continue to serve those teachers 

who give online lessons to out-of-area students. Video 

submissions in the Festival Levels 1 through 5 will be 

accepted to accommodate these teachers and 

students. Note that the deadline for applications for 

remote participants is also February 1st; however, 

video submissions are due by 11:59 PM on February 

27, 2022. Evaluation of the video entries will be kept 

separate from the evaluation of the live performances. 

Remote students will also be eligible to be 

recommended to perform (virtually) at the Honors 

Recital on March 13, 2022. Selections for the video 

submissions must again be chosen from the required 

repertoire list. See our website for the complete entry 

requirements for remote participants. As noted, this 

option applies only to out-of-area students who 

receive online lessons.  

The list of Required Compositions and the full Entry 

Requirements for both in-person and remote 

participants are posted on the club’s website 

(downersgrovemusicclub.org/pianofest.html).  

Holiday Treasures  

Sunday, December 5, 2021, 2:00 pm, 

DG Public Library 

Our annual Holiday Treasures Concert is a delightful 

hour of holiday music and provides a musical 

welcome to the holiday season. This event features 

Downers Grove Music Club musicians and other 

guest performers.  This is a popular event; 

reservations are recommended. 

Other scheduled live concerts 
Check our website for updates 

November 14, 2021 at 2:00 pm – DGMC member 
West Towns Chorus, one of Chicago area’s premier 
men’s choruses, performs a cappella barbershop 
favorites. 

January 16, 2022 at 2:00 pm – Suenos Latin Jazz 

February 20, 2022 – TBD  

March 27, 2022 at 2:00 pm – Trillium Folk Band 

April 24, 2022 – DGMC musicians perform  

May 15, 2022 – DGMC musicians perform  

SPECIAL DGMC EVENTS 
Fall House Benefit Concert  

Friday, November 12, 2021 — hybrid concert: 

in-person and streamed live  

The first of two fundraising events featuring a 

Benefit Concert with all proceeds used to fund the 

Rising Star and College Music Awards given to 

talented local high school music students.  

2022 Piano Festival & Competition 

Sunday, March 6, 2022,  

Community United Methodist Church, 20 Center 

Street, Naperville    

2021-2022 CONCERT SERIES 
Concerts are free to the public and held at the Downers Grove Public Library on a Sundays at 2 pm.  

Reservations are strongly recommended through the DG Public Library. Masks must be worn in the library. 

https://downersgrovemusicclub.org/pianofest.html
https://downersgrovemusicclub.org/pianofest.html
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Well-established, adjudicated event open to piano 

students in Downers Grove and its surrounding 

communities.  

Piano Festival Honors Recital 

Sunday, March 13, 2022 — 1:30 pm  

Downers Grove Public Library, 1050 Curtiss Street, DG 

Recital featuring the piano students who excelled at 

the 2022 Piano Festival and Competition.  

Spring House Benefit Concert  

Friday, March 18, 2022  

Our second fundraising event for the season with all 

proceeds are used to fund student music awards.  

Rising Stars Concert   

Tuesday, April 5, 2022 —7:00 p.m.  

Downers Grove Public Library, 1050 Curtiss Street, DG 

An exciting concert featuring 2021 Rising Star recipi-

ents, 2022 Piano Competition winners and other 

talented young musicians in our Downers Grove 

community.  

Virtual Concerts 
In addition to the planned live concerts, the Downers 

Grove Music Club will also be developing new virtual 

concerts that will be streamed online. Stay tuned to 

our website for developments. In the meantime, we 

have nearly 30 virtual web concerts from last season 

at downersgrovemusicclub.org/calendar.html which 

we believe demonstrates the high caliber of music 

from local artists. Included in last year’s virtual 

concerts are a number of youth performances from 

former and current students supported by DGMC 

student music education programs.  

Club News 
 DGMC member Joyce Tumea will have two of her original songs, "The Lighting of the Christmas Tree" 

and "Christmas in Downers Grove," premiered at the Downers tree lighting ceremony next year by 

members of the Downers Grove Choral Society (DGCS.org).  Congratulations Joyce! 

 An amendment of the DGMC bylaws was approved unanimously by a vote of the membership. The 

revised bylaws are effective immediately. Thanks to all members who returned ballots to cast a vote. 

 Congratulations to DGMC member West Towns Chorus for taking first place in the Illinois District 

Chorus Championship competition held in Bloomington. The DGMC/DGPL Concert Series will feature 

the West Towns Chorus on November 14th.  West Towns Chorus is also excited to present its beloved 

Christmas program on Saturday, December 11th at Living Water Community Church in Bolingbrook.  

See the flyer at the end of this newsletter for details. 

 The new member directory will be mailed out soon. It will also be available from the members-only 

webpage. For further information about joining and the benefits of membership, please email Rich 

Penner at memberdir@downersgrovemusicclub.org.  Or join online: downersgrovemusicclub.org/ 

member.html. 

Newspaper icon by Freepik at www.flaticon.com 

 

https://www.downersgrovemusicclub.org/calendar.html
mailto:memberdir@downersgrovemusicclub.org
https://downersgrovemusicclub.org/member.html
https://downersgrovemusicclub.org/member.html
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ORGANIZATIONS and EVENTS 
Downers Grove Choral Society begins its 63nd season. Light out of Darkness will be performed on Sunday, 

November 14 at 4 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 1032 Maple Ave., DG. It features works by Dan 

Forrest, J.S. Bach, Morten Lauridsen and Gabriel Fauré.  For more information, visit www.dgcs.org. 

Grant Street String Quartet: This quartet was formed in 2010 by four professional musicians in the western 

suburban area of Chicago. For more info, visit http://www.grantstreetstringquartet.weebly.com. 

PianoForte Studios: Thomas Zoells, Director, and Owner of the PianoForte Chicago piano store. 

Visit https://pianofortechicago.com/concerts-events/ for information on upcoming piano concerts at the 

PianoForte Studios, 1335 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago. You can also call for information at (312) 291-0000. 

Sinfonietta Bel Canto: with Dan Pasquale D’Andrea, Artistic Director/Conductor. Hänsel and Gretel by 

Engelbert Humperdinck will be performed on December 19.  For more information, please visit 

www.SinfoniettaBelCanto.org or call 630-384-5007. 

West Towns Chorus: Chartered in 1948, the group is one of the premier men’s a cappella choruses in the 

Chicago area and was recently recognized as Illinois District Chorus Champion.  West Towns Chorus will 

present the program at the Downers Grove Library on Sunday, November 14 at 2 pm. More information is 

available at www.westtowns.org.   

Meet the 2021-2022 DGMC Board 

President*– Tom Ewing 
president@downersgrovemusicclub.org 

VP Artistic Development  – Charlotte Ewing 
vp-art@downersgrovemusicclub.org 

VP Business Development*– Chris Garofalo 
vp-bus@downersgrovemusicclub.org 

Secretary*– Gloria Salazar 
secretary@downersgrovemusicclub.org 

Treasurer  – Janis Sleeter 
treasurer@downersgrovemusicclub.org 

Member-At-Large – Rich Penner 
member1@downersgrovemusicclub.org 

Member-At-Large* – Angela Presutti  Korbitz 
member2@downersgrovemusicclub.org 

 

*Newly elected in May 2021 

http://www.dgcs.org/
http://www.grantstreetstringquartet.weebly.com/
https://pianofortechicago.com/concerts-events/
http://www.sinfoniettabelcanto.org/
http://www.westtowns.org/
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